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      Meetings 3rdWednesday of
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Dear members.
The lovely autumn weather is great for gardening. Now is the time to 

prune those plants that have too much growth on them and sow seed and 
propagate plants from cuttings. I have started to prune the kangaroo paws 
by cutting off the 2m high flower spikes. It filled the green council container, 
so the rest of my pruning will have to be stored up for mulching.
             My Hakea seedlings have grown on very well and will be ready for 
planting out in a month or so. I am surprised by just how quickly they have 
shot up. I will need to continue making built up beds as I have nearly sixty 
plants to go in. I have sourced some more Banksia species too, so they will 
need to be planted out. The Banksia collection will be nearer to 75 species 
then.
               In the garden many of the WA Banksias have continued to flower, 
however some of the eastern species of Banksia are now starting to flower 
which will keep the nectar supply up to the birds for some time to come.

               On April 6th, Geoff Beilby would have received his OAM medallion 
from the Victorian Governor. I am sure Geoff would have enjoyed the day. 
Perhaps he can bring the medallion along to a meeting to show just how 
beautiful and significant it is.

     In late March, Barbara and I took a short trip down to Tasmania to 
catch up with friends and to have a look at the flora, south of Hobart, the 
Great Lakes area and the West Coast. Because of the higher rainfall the flora 
tends to be lush and thick. I was surprised to see how wide spread Banksia 
marginata grows across the state in different climates. Also common was 
Leptospernum nitidum and Melaleuca squarosum. If you have limited time, a 
day trip out to the Mount Field National Park will take you through a whole 
variety of Tasmanian flora from waterfalls and tall mountain Eucalypts at the 
bottom to alpine flora some 1200m up (4000
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ft.) The walk around Lake Dobson takes you through some magnificent sun 
alpine flora including snow gums, pencil pines (Athrotaxis cupressoides), 
Richea species and Pandandi palms ( Richea pandanifolia).
                We also went out to see the drowned Lake Pedder in the World 
Heritage area of the rugged west coast. It had been a long time since I had 
seen Lake Saint Claire on the way across to Queenstown; however it brought 
back memories of my bush walking days when we did the walk from Cradle 

Mountain to Lake St. Claire fifty years ago last January. We walked through a 
blizzard then and the peeks were white with snow the day we went across. 
The temperature was 5 degrees C too.

March meeting.
                      A lively discussion took place on birds and native plants. The 
consensus was that you need to have a variety of different native plants in 
the garden with varying heights to suit the different types of bird. Prickly 
plants such as Hakeas were ideal for smaller birds to hide and nest in and 
the provision of water in shallow bowels amongst the shrubs for the birds to 
access moisture was essential.



April meeting.
   Wednesday April 19th. at 7.30pm

at the Colac Community Centre.  The topic
will be the flora of WA between Kalbarri and
Shark Bay. Mike Beamish is coming from
Boolarra, in South Gippsland, to give the talk, so I urge all to come along as 
his photography is superb and his knowledge of flora also extensive. This 
area is host to a number of very unique native plants that are spectacular 
and should be grown in our gardens were climate permits. I have Lamarcha 
hakeifolia (leaves similar to a Hakea) growing here and the tubular flowers 
are similar to a Colothamnus.
Most visitors head for Monkey Mia and ignore the flora on the red sand hills.

Plant sales.
It is that time of the year when plant sales begin. 
 22nd April: - APS Geelong plant sale. 



6th May:-APS Melton and Bacchus Marsh plant sale at Bacchus Marsh.
 For more details see adverts and the events diary in Growing Australian.
Please do not forget our own local native nurseries too as they have some 
great plants.

I still have a large silver serving spoon left over from the Christmas 
party. I have asked members present at meetings
but no one seems to own it. Please let me know if
you are missing it.

I hope to see you at our next meeting. The
Melaleuca coccinea is flowering again.                   
                                                                 Cheers,
Paul.
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